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Facebook and Google’'s undersea
cable to bypass Malaysia in Asia
Pacific
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According to Facebook’s statement, Apricot will feature “state-of-the-art
submersible reconfigurable optical add-drop multiplexer employing
wavelength selective switch for a gridless and flexible bandwidth
confisuration. based on snace division multiplexing design.”
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Expected to launch in 2024, the cable system will provide an initial design
capacity of more than 190 Tbps to meet rising data demands in the
region as well as to support existing cable systems including Echo and
Bifrost. It added that the new cable will help to meet the growing demand
for 4G, 5G and broadband services in the region.

Google also highlighted that the network of cables will offer the benefits
of multiple paths in and out of Asia to ensure a significantly higher
degree of resilience for Google Cloud and digital services. As a result,
businesses and startups in Asia can look forward to lower latency, more
bandwidth, and increased resilience in connectivity between Southeast
Asia, North Asia and the United States.

Quoting a study by Analysys Mason on the impact of Google's APAC
network infrastructure between 2010 and 2019, it found that network
investments led to an extra US$340 billion (about RM1.4 trillion) in
aggregated GDP and 1.1 million additional jobs in the APAC region.

When Facebook announced Echo and Biforst cables to provide redundant

and reliable connectivity between Southeast Asia and North America,
MyIX had raised concerns that tech giants are giving Malaysia a pass due
to the ongoing cabotage issue. The cabotage issue started after former
Transport Minister Dr Wee Ka Siong revoked the exemption that was
introduced by his predecessor meant to speed up undersea cable repairs
which are crucial to the nation’s internet connectivity.

Tech giants such as Facebook, Google, Microsoft, and MyIX had written to
Prime Minister Muhyiddin Yassin at least twice to push for the
reinstatement of the cabotage exemption for submarine cable repairs. As
mentioned by former Transport Minister Anthony Loke, submarine
repairs in Malaysia took approximately 27 days which is significantly
longer than our neighbouring countries in Asean. This was due to the DSL
process which requires consultation with Masa (Malaysia Shipowners’
Association) before foreign vessels with the required DP2 capability can
carry out the job. The exemption was introduced in April 2019 during the
Pakatan Harapan administration after it was requested by Telekom
Malaysia and TimeDotCom with the support of the Ministry of
Communications and Multimedia, which was led by Gobind Singh.

In April this year, six ministries including Miti, Ministry of Finance, Ministry

of Communications and Multimedia, Ministry of Transport, EPU, Medac
MosT READ Sti were instructed to study the impact of the cabotage policy on
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The lack of updates after nearly 3 months prompted MyIX and Pikom to
issue a statement reminding that the government’s silence on the issue
continues “to cause jitters with foreign investors”. MyIX added that 5 out
of 6 ministries are in favour of reinstating the cabotage exemption for
foreign vessels to conduct submarine cable repairs in Malaysian waters.
— SoyaCincau
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e New Asia undersea data cable plan unveiled by Google, Facebook

e Facebook encrypts Messenger calls in privacy move

e Facebook post claiming 3-year-old died from Covid-19 at KKH ‘a total

fabrication’, says Singapore health official
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